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FOR 40 YEARS
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A N N I V E R S A R Y



What was planted in Bev Kline’s heart 40 years ago has blossomed 

into 4 locations and 8 programs! Thousands of lives have been 

touched, unborn babies’ lives saved, and moms have found new life 

in Christ through the ministry of Living Alternatives.

It has been an extraordinary year as we saw the overturn of Roe v 

Wade. We know God has prepared us over the last 40 years for what 

the future holds. As we celebrate 40 years of Living Alternatives, 

our community is ready to surround women who no longer have an 

abortion option in Texas.

We have many life-giving options for the mom and her baby. 

Through the support of volunteers, financial investors, monthly 

givers, and the faithful prayers of believers, I am confident that God 

will continue to expand our borders. Thank you for being a part!

In His service and yours,

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

from Executive Director, 

Lorin Roncancio

A Letter
THIS YEAR MARKS LIVING 
ALTERNATIVES’ 40TH ANNIVERSARY!



She and her older sister lost their mother to cancer 

when Elizabeth was four. The neighbors took her in, 

but she lost track of her sister. Eventually, Elizabeth 

reunited with her sister but now faced a huge 

dilemma.

Her sister’s only answer was abortion. A visit to our 

Pregnancy Resource Center connected Elizabeth to 

God’s heart for her and her unborn child. They agreed 

that Fatherheart was the best solution. Jakob was 

born. At that time, we couldn’t keep girls with their 

babies. She tried a parenting program, but the other 

girls in it were terrible to her. 

She left and joined her cousin, a carnival employee. 

While moving from town to town, she cared for 

her cousin’s children and her son Jakob. Elizabeth 

became pregnant by a ride operator who offered her 

a plane ticket to England, so his mother could adopt 

her grandchild. But the flight was delayed, and she 

didn’t go. 

Providentially, Elizabeth moved back to 

Fatherheart and placed her baby girl Ellie with the 

help of Living Alternatives’ adoption agency. With 

hope in her heart, she reunited with Jakob’s father 

but became pregnant and found herself alone again. 

Elizabeth confided in Ellie’s adoptive parents, 

asking if they might be open to adopting if she chose 

that route. They were pursuing an international 

adoption but put that aside to wholeheartedly 

support Elizabeth in whatever choice she made. 

The baby arrived, and preparations were made 

for her to join her sister Ellie. Elizabeth graduated 

with the 2006 high school class from Fatherhearts’ 

charter school. Later that day, she placed Suzie in 

the loving arms of a family that loved her too. 

Elizabeth stayed at Fatherheart and received 

her nursing degree. Today, she is happily married 

to her husband of eighteen years. They enjoy a 

God-centered blended family of 3 boys. Jakob is in 

nursing school, following in his mother’s footsteps. 



YEARS

Living Alternatives 
began pregnancy testing 
from the home of our 
founding director, Bev Kline. 

The community helps 
purchase a small,  
fire-damaged house at a 
significantly reduced cost 
to house pregnant teens.  

Loving Alternative
Adoption Agency is established 
to help women to plan for a 
genuinely Christian adoption
for their unborn baby. 
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The current Fatherheart 
location on 40 beautiful acres 
became available and was 
purchased for $300,000.

Life Skills and Christian 
Living program begins at 
Fatherheart. GED preparation 
is available to residents 
seeking their diplomas. 

Building Blocks opens 
its doors as an “earn-while 
you-learn” program on 
Baxter avenue
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A simple thank you is not adequate to express all the love and support you 

have extended to Living Alternatives for so many years. I am as excited 

now for the future of the ministry as I was in the early days of 1982.

- Bev Kline, Founder



YEARS

KEEPS Boutique, a unique 
shopping experience for teen 
girls who are in state foster 
care homes, is built on the 
Fatherheart grounds.  

The “Forthe1” initiative begins 
finding Christian, adoptive 
families for children who were in 
need of an adoptive home. 106 
children in Smith County found 
an adoptive family.. 

The AXIA Center
across from TJC held its 
grand opening. The center 
touches more than 4,000
lives each year. 
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YEARS
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“Better Together” Childbirth 
Services expanded and added 
Certified Doula Training. 

The Mobile Center 
“Ruth” hosts its first
walk-in appointments. 

Stay-In-Touch began to 
provide ongoing support and 
encouragement for young 
women who go through 
our programs.
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FATHERHEART



FATHERHEART is a safe place for an 

expectant mom to prepare for the birth 

of her unborn child. The home is nestled 

among East Texas’s piney woods on 

40 acres in a peaceful country setting. 

Fatherheart has provided more than 600 

young women a safe haven to mend 

the past and move into the future with 

renewed hope. 

Fatherheart is a protected environment 

where women find loving house staff that 

support them emotionally and spiritually 

through their pregnancies while providing 

practical training through: O ur residents can also continue to work 

on their education through a self-paced 

curriculum, which allows them to receive their 

high school diploma if they haven’t already. 

GED and college preparation courses are also 

available through community programs.

 LIFE SKILL CLASSES

 BIRTHING CLASSES

 PARENTING CLASSES



AXIA PREGNANCY
RESOURCE CENTER



L ocated in the Axia Center across from Tyler 

Junior College or at various locations where 

Axia’s Mobile Center parks, The Pregnancy 

Resource Center offers free pregnancy tests and 

supportive help to women facing the first moment 

of a positive pregnancy test. Additionally, a free 

ultrasound is available by appointment. These 

ultrasounds drastically increase the survival rate 

of the unborn child. Community volunteers stand 

ready with support, guidance, and resources.



AXIA CHILDBIRTH
SERVICES



CHILDBIRTH SERVICES provides free support 

to pregnant moms through childbirth classes 

and doula care. Practical knowledge empowers 

them to advocate for themselves and helps 

them feel safe and secure.

We offer 4-week-long childbirth classes

year-round that cover topics like:

 What To Expect During Labor

 Medicated & Unmedicated Pain Management

 C-Section    

 Newborn Care And Breastfeeding

 Postpartum Care

Doula support helps women who are often 

alone. A doula offers personalized birth coaching 

and emotional and spiritual encouragement 

along the path to the miracle of meeting her 

baby for the first time.



AXIA BUILDING
BLOCKS PROGRAM



THE BUILDING BLOCKS PROGRAM offers 

practical help to parents that encourages 

and renews their hope for the future. It’s a 

unique earn-while-you-learn program where 

moms and dads earn points for going to 

doctor appointments, attending parenting 

classes, and meeting with one of our 

parenting mentors.

These points can be used to obtain baby 

items- such as: diapers, clothes, furniture, 

and more through our store in The AXIA 

Center across from Tyler Junior College. 

Through practical assistance, emotional 

support, and spiritual encouragement, this 

outreach prepares young people for life’s 

biggest challenge – becoming a parent.



AXIA’S STAY IN TOUCH



E very month AXIA has the opportunity to meet with more 

than 100 young women. Some of them are married and 

thrilled with the news of a confirmed pregnancy. Others are 

devastated that their test is positive, and sheer terror crosses 

their face as they absorb the magnitude of the news. Others 

will test negative, a huge relief to some but to others a great 

disappointment.

What do many have in common? A need to authentically 

connect with another human being who can empathize, 

relate, and rejoice or grieve over the result of one simple 

pregnancy test. Within the context of the first appointment, 

we can determine if the young girl, woman, or couple need 

ongoing support and encouragement. AXIA Stay-In-Touch 

program follows up with phone calls, personal visits, and 

get-togethers to maintain contact to provide ongoing 

support and encouragement. Even negative pregnancy tests 

do not negate the grip of emotional turmoil some women 

find themselves caught in. 

Colossians 4:5 “Be wise in the way you act toward 

outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.” Following this 

biblical mandate, Stay-In-Touch makes the most of every 

opportunity to present the compassion of the Lord to AXIA 

clients. Genuine, long-term connection is the goal to provide 

a spiritual element so they can encounter Christ.



MOBILE CENTER



This is a Pregnancy Resource Center on 

wheels providing other communities access 

to free pregnancy testing and sonograms. This 

equipped mobile unit carries the name “Ruth.” As 

Ruth of the Bible found her kinsman redeemer, 

our Ruth seeks and finds women and serves 

them with a Christ-centered approach to their 

pregnancy needs. Currently, the unit serves 

Athens, Henderson, Marshall, and Lindale. These 

services are available every Saturday on the 

North loop 323 in Tyler at the Walmart Center.



LOVING ALTERNATIVE



L oving Alternative Adoption Agency was established to expand the choices available for unplanned 

pregnancies. Loving assists a woman in planning a genuinely Christian adoption for her unborn baby 

and prepares, equips, and guides birth and adoptive parents through the unique positions they each 

have in the adoption process. Adoption is a fragile process for all involved. An adoption plan enables 

each person to participate in a divine plan that honors and respects each other, with the common goal of 

extravagant love for one precious newborn baby. 

Loving Alternative is blessed to have assisted both birth and adoptive parents with an adoptive plan 

for more than 200 babies.



KEEPS BOUTIQUE



Teen girls aging out of foster care are 

at high risk of pregnancy and sex 

trafficking. Keeps Boutique is a unique 

shopping experience that connects with 

these at-risk girls.

Through a unique shopping experience, 

teenage girls living in foster homes find loving 

teen volunteers who assist them in choosing 

clothes that best suit them. Through these 

encounters, the girls are invited to Bible 

studies, girls’ night out events, and a summer 

camp planned and orchestrated to meet 

them in their unique and challenging life 

experiences. Many find their first introduction 

to a God who loves and cares for them. 

Psalm 68:5 “A father to the fatherless, 

is God in his holy dwelling.”



livingalternatives.org
info@livingalternatives.org

P.O. BOX 131466
Tyler, TX 75713-1466

903-882-0182

Get Involved

DONATE

GET EMAIL UPDATES

READ OUR BLOG

VOLUNTEER

SCAN TO


